
3 September 2024 
10:00 – 12:00 CEST

Applicant Seminar 
Call for Partners

Compact 
Cities

This meeting is recorded. 



Welcome

European Urban Initiative
Jonas Scholze – Head of Unit Intergovernmental Cooperation



Welcome

European Commission (DG REGIO) -
Anton SCHRAG - Policy Officer European Commission

European Urban Initiative
Tim Caulfield - Director



Agenda of the day

• Understanding the Urban Agenda for the EU
and the Call for Partners (30 min)

• Q&A (20 min)

• Presentation of the topic of Compact Cities 
and the selection criteria (15min)

• Q&A (10 min)

• Timeline of the Call for Partners and next steps 



Urban Agenda for the EU 

European Urban Initiative
Alexandru Matei - Senior Officer Urban Agenda and Partnerships



EU Agenda 
for Cities 
(policy)=



Towards an urban agenda in the 
European Union 
(Communication from the Commission - 1997)

History



2023

History

+ 
N

ov
. 2

02
0 

-T
he

 N
ew

 L
ei

pz
ig

 C
ha

rt
a 

+ 
D

ec
. 2

02
0 

-T
er

rit
or

ia
l A

ge
nd

a 
20

30

20212016

https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/information/publications/brochures/2020/new-leipzig-charter-the-transformative-power-of-cities-for-the-common-good
https://territorialagenda.eu/


What is it?

• an Informal Intergovernmental Cooperation

• unique working method - multi-stakeholders 
& multi-level cooperation 

• cities "at the core", member states, the 
European Commission & other stakeholders

PHOTO by Alexandru Matei 2025



Realise the full potential of Urban Areas

Objectives

Establish an integrated approach and 
contribute to territorial cohesion

Involve Urban Authorities in the design of 
policies



Pillars

Better Regulation Better Funding Better Knowledge



Global Level

EU Level

National Level (some)

2015 2016

2016

2019

SDG  11

…

…

2030 Agenda 



UAEU Thematic Partnerships





A large 
community

https://urbanagenda.github.io/
UAEU-Thematic-Partnerships/

https://urbanagenda.github.io/UAEU-Thematic-Partnerships/
https://urbanagenda.github.io/UAEU-Thematic-Partnerships/
https://urbanagenda.github.io/UAEU-Thematic-Partnerships/
https://urbanagenda.github.io/UAEU-Thematic-Partnerships/
https://urbanagenda.github.io/UAEU-Thematic-Partnerships/
https://urbanagenda.github.io/UAEU-Thematic-Partnerships/


CitiesMember 
States

Regions

EU Institutions Other

Thematic Partnerships



Thematic Partnerships



Thematic & strategic direction
Cooperation dynamics 

Thematic direction of the WG / 
Action

Thematic contributor
Meeting host 

Support Service Package
Operational Directions and 
Principles

assist and guide 
organisational &
adminstrative

expert 
knowledge

Thematic Partnerships

















UAEU Process



Process







Workload
• 3 years (+/-)
• 0,25 to 0,75 day/ week (partners)
• 0,5 to 1,5 day/ week (coordinators)

• On average 8 online meetings /year
• On average 2 in-person meetings /year
• One in-person Synergy Meeting (CALM) 



Examples of Actions and Results











Benefits for partners

1. Contribute to shaping EU policy

2. Launchpad for funding opportunities

3. Great visibility and recognition 

4. Improved governance ( multi-level & multi-stakeholders )

5. Networking and collaboration

6. European-wide reflections to local solutions 

7. Knowledge exchange



Benefits for partners

Inclusion of Migrants 
and Refugees

Public 
Procurement

Sustainable
Tourism

Greening
Cities

9 years & 
3 Action Plans

8 years & 
3 Action Plans

prolongation

prolongation



Support Service Package



Support Service Package

1. Administrative support - Thematic Partnership Officer

2. Travel and accommodation support for urban authorities

3. Provision of expertise 

4. Initiation Phase 

5. Communication & dissemination 

6. Creation of Synergy 



Support Service Package

1. Administrative support - Thematic Partnership Officer

2. Travel and accommodation support for urban authorities

3. Provision of expertise 

4. Initiation Phase 

5. Communication & dissemination 

6. Creation of Synergy 



Available on website: 

https://www.urbanagenda.urban-
initiative.eu/sites/default/files/2023-
10/FACTSHEET%20Support%20Services%20for%20the%
20UAEU%20CLEAN%20v8.pdf 

https://www.urbanagenda.urban-initiative.eu/sites/default/files/2023-10/FACTSHEET%20Support%20Services%20for%20the%20UAEU%20CLEAN%20v8.pdf
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Administrative Support -
Thematic Partnership Officer



Administrative Support – 
Thematic Partnership Officer

• Is tasked to assist and guide the Thematic Partnership coordinators

on the key organisational and adminstrative activities/tasks

• Focus on the day-to-day work and the operational functioning

• Predominantly administrative and technical support



Travel & Accommodation Support



Travel & Accommodation Support 

Financial support for:

• ACTIVITY 1: to actively participate in their UAEU Thematic Partnership in-

person meetings to compensate for their limited resources

• ACTIVITY 2: to actively participate in the Coordinators and Action leaders’ 

in-person Meetings (CALM), UAEU governing bodies meetings, EUI and 

European Commission events (when required).



Travel & Accommodation Support 

Eligibility criteria:

• Must be: 

a) Urban Authority  

b) Associations or groupings of urban authorities with a legal status of 

organised agglomeration composed by Local Administrative Units (LAU) 

 Maximum population of 500.000 inhabitants



Provision of Expertise



Provision of Expertise

• up to 70 senior expert days per year depending on needs (for 3 years) 

• provide specific knowledge, know-how and expertise or to produce specific 

outputs 

• when knowledge, know-how and expertise are not already available inside 

the Thematic Partnership



Communication and 
Dissemination Support

Initiation phase

Creation of synergy



Let’s hear it from the partnerships…







Questions & Answers



Application Process



What is the new topic? 

Compact Cities – Sustainable Urban 
Planning and Sprawl Mitigation  
Link to the Thematic Partnership webpage

https://www.urbanagenda.urban-initiative.eu/partnerships/compact-cities


Ivana Katurić - EAA Expert

Compact Cities – 
Sustainable Urban Planning 

and Sprawl Mitigation 



Thematic scope
• Understanding what drivers influence the 

supply of - and demand for - developable land in 
urban regions

• Enhancing the operationalisation of 
sustainable urbanisation concepts

• Focusing on containing urban sprawl through 
densification, regeneration and containment

• Addressing trade-offs between dimensions of 
sustainability and systemic barriers to compact 
urban development

• Improving the understanding and 
implementation of transectoral policies, 
regulation and funding that impact the form of 
urban development - from transport policies, 
land regulation and affordable housing to 
infrastructure retrofitting and FUA coordination



Sub-topics Compact Cities 

• Anticipating impacts of the national 
implementation of Soil Monitoring Law and 
Nature Restoration Law on land use planning 
and CCs policies

• Improving the enforcement of urban planning 
regulations

• Mainstreaming urban regeneration and 
densification concerns in EU regulation on 
state aid, public procurement and services 

• Horizontal coordination of sectoral policies 
impacting land use, including transport

• Mainstreaming CCs principles in the NEB and 
fostering social innovation

• Alignment of land policies, property rights and 
public value capture instruments with CCs 
principles 

Better Regulation Better Funding Better Knowledge

• Aligning EU funding mechanisms with CCs 
objectives

• Exploring innovative instruments for land 
value capture

• Aligning future EU-level funding for 
affordable housing with CCs principles

• Financing urban regeneration and 
retrofitting in CCs

• Gathering best practices on innovative 
financing for CCs

• Exploring opportunities for FUA funding

• Enhancing the capacities of urban 
administrations to implement EU sustainable 
spatial planning policies and guidelines 

• Improving data and monitoring tools for 

urban planning 

• Raising awareness on importance of FUA 
coordination on land-use policies

• Mainstreaming transformative urban models

• Addressing conceptual inconsistencies in 
spatial planning

• Increasing awareness of trade-offs in urban 

containment and densification approaches



Categories of partners



Categories of Partners 

 Cities of all sizes (including city regions, Functional Urban Areas and 
agglomerations) 

• small (less than 50.000 inhabitants)
• medium (between 50.000 and 250.000 inhabitants
• large (more than 250.000 inhabitants) 

 Regions and regional development agencies 
 Member States (through relevant national level ministries and agencies) 
 Partner States (Norway and Switzerland)
 European and national city umbrella organisations



Categories of Partners 

Other stakeholders such as: 
 Universities and Research Institutions
 Sector-specific associations, NGOs as well as local and regional entities 

in fields such as urban planning, spatial development, sustainable 
transport, and land-use management, which contribute to knowledge 
exchange and capacity building for more compact, resilient cities; 

 National level associations representing the interests of small and 
medium-sized municipalities;

 International organisations active in sustainable urbanisation, such as UN-
Habitat, OECD, etc.



Selection criteria for the Call 



Selection criteria



Selection criteria 

Horizontal criteria

i.)  Multi-level and multi-stakeholder approach

ii.)  Size of cities

iii.) Geographical balance

iv.) Prior involvement in the UAEU

v.) Coordinators

At least:

• one ‘small-sized city’
(below 50,000 inhabitants)

• one ‘medium-sized city’ 
(between 50,000 and 250,000 
inhabitants)



Specific Selection Criteria

• Motivation 

• Expertise

• Outreach

• Resources 

• Project management 
expertise

• Commitment
• Plan for kick-start 

Partners Coordinators

+



Selection criteria 

Specific criteria

a) Motivation to become a member

b) Expertise

c) Outreach

d) Readiness to bring human and financial 
resources

Spatial planning and spatial 
governance, as well as sector-
specific policy areas that 
significantly influence CCs 
development (e.g. sustainable 
mobility, green urbanism, housing 
policy and inclusive urban 
regeneration)



Selection criteria 

Additional specific criteria for coordinators

e) Project management

f) Commitment

g) Proposal of a plan for the kick-start



Questions & Answers



Timeline and next steps

European Urban Initiative
Louise Hunskaar Abrahamsen 



70

Indicative Call / Assessment Timeline 

27 August 
Call Opens

01 October 
Call Closes 14:00 CEST

05 November 
DGUM 

Open Call on “Compact Cities” 

Beginning December
Final TP composition

December 2025 (tbc)
1st meeting 

with
Thematic Partnership 

Coordinators

Assessment 

January 2026 (tbc)
kick-off meeting 

with all
Thematic Partnership 

members

03 September 
Applicant Seminar



Access and fill out the 

Application Form

Familiarise yourself with the 

Call documents
(Background Document / Ex-Ante Assessment)

1

2

How to apply?



Call documents

Background document

• Call context and selection process 

• Thematic focus 

• Categories of partners  

• Selection criteria 



Call documents

Ex-Ante Assessment report

• Full analysis of the theme

• Trends and evidence

• Regulatory environment

• Recommendations for the 
Thematic Partnership



Call documents

FAQ 

• Answers to the frequent-asked 
questions 



Application form

Content

1. Preliminary Information 

2. Type of application 

3. Applicant details 

4. Specific selection criteria for all 
applicants 

5. Specific selection criteria for 
applicants as Coordinators 



Overview materials

• Background document 

• Ex-Ante Assessments 

• Application form

• FAQ document

• EUI Support Service Package Factsheet

• Compact Cities Partnership webpage

• UAEU YouTube

https://www.urbanagenda.urban-initiative.eu/sites/default/files/2023-10/FACTSHEET%20Support%20Services%20for%20the%20UAEU%20CLEAN%20v8.pdf
https://www.urbanagenda.urban-initiative.eu/sites/default/files/2023-10/FACTSHEET%20Support%20Services%20for%20the%20UAEU%20CLEAN%20v8.pdf
https://www.urbanagenda.urban-initiative.eu/partnerships/compact-cities
https://www.urbanagenda.urban-initiative.eu/partnerships/compact-cities
https://www.youtube.com/@urbanagendafortheeu
https://www.youtube.com/@urbanagendafortheeu


Q&A document 

• Who can apply?

• What type of support is offered?

• Questions related to the 
application form

• Questions related to the UAEU 
Partnership

• …



Still have questions?

 submit your questions via our contact form  

https://www.urbanagenda.urban-initiative.eu/contact
https://www.urbanagenda.urban-initiative.eu/contact
https://www.urbanagenda.urban-initiative.eu/contact
https://www.urbanagenda.urban-initiative.eu/contact


@EUUrbanAgenda

urbanagenda@urban-initiative.eu

www.urbanagenda.urban-initiative.eu

@Urban Agenda for the EU



Online info session: Peer 
Reviews and City-to-City 
Exchanges

25 September, 13:30-15:30 
EUI will host a webinar to 
present the two types of 
opportunities we offer to 
cities to learn and 
cooperate with each other.

Register here

EUI event on "access to 
funding“

29 September - 3 October 
EUI is organising its second 
Focused Policy Lab on the 
topic of access to funding 
in the city Rotterdam, The 
Netherlands

Register here

EU City Lab on active 
mobility

28–29 October 
Join the EU City Lab on 
active mobility in Hamburg, 
Germany, co-organised by 
EUI and URBACT. Exchange 
ideas, and reimagine 
mobility in your city!

Register here

https://05g64.mjt.lu/lnk/AcAAADsBeAAAAAAAAAAAAe21Vo8AAYCrpGYAAAAAAB3nqgBotrZla4BKkfrUQTGJj5PZfQ8C5wAcaT0/12/WcrwY4sAHx7A6A9EnDl81A/aHR0cHM6Ly9wb3J0aWNvLnVyYmFuLWluaXRpYXRpdmUuZXUvbmV3cy1hbmQtZXZlbnRzL2V2ZW50cy9ldS1jaXR5LWxhYi1hY3RpdmUtbW9iaWxpdHk
https://www.urban-initiative.eu/events/online-info-session-peer-reviews-and-city-city-exchanges
https://portico.urban-initiative.eu/news-and-events/events/access-funding-practical-tools-urban-change
https://portico.urban-initiative.eu/news-and-events/events/eu-city-lab-active-mobility


Closure

Hauts-de-France Region, Entrusted Entity
Anne Wetzel - Direction Europe - Responsable of the EUI



Thank you!

Good luck with your applications!
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