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Target Circular – Supporting Sustainable SMEs 
to Success project

Target Circular is a collaboration of circular economy clusters, business support 
organisations and researchers addressing the following challenges and needs of SMEs 
and advisors.

Branch: Entrepreneurship and wellbeing
Duration: 1.1.2023 – 31.12.2025
Region: International
Financed by: Interreg Northern Periphery and Arctic
Regional Council of Lapland
Project Manager: Pekka Pohjola
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Target Circular – Supporting Sustainable SMEs 
to Success project

Partnership

Munster Technological University, Ireland

Centria University of Applied Sciences, Finland

The Ludgate Hub, Skibbereen, Ireland

Biotech North, Norway

Federation of Regional Authorities NW, Iceland

KOSEK (Kokkolanseudun Kehitys), Finland
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Target Circular – Supporting Sustainable SMEs 
to Success project

Experiences:

Business Culture

Finland: Direct, transparent, and trust-based business culture with a flat hierarchy.

Ireland: Relationship-driven, flexible, and informal business interactions.

Economic & Business Climate

Ireland:Known for its low corporate tax (12.5%) and strong FDI inflows, especially in tech and 
pharmaceuticals. It acts as a gateway to the EU for US companies.

Finland: Has a higher corporate tax rate (20%) but offers stability, innovation, and a skilled workforce. 
Strong in industrial tech, clean energy, and ICT.
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Target Circular – Supporting Sustainable SMEs 
to Success project

Experiences:

Innovation & Startups

Finland: A leader in innovation, ranked high in global indexes. Strong government support for R&D, 
deep-tech, and startup ecosystems (e.g., Slush).

Ireland: A startup-friendly hub, especially in fintech and SaaS, with a strong presence of international 
VCs and accelerators.

Role of Companies and Startups in circular economy

In Finland the circular economy is a key part of green technology and innovation. Examples include ResQ
Club (reducing food waste) and Swappie (refurbished smartphones).

In Ireland, circular economy growth has been driven by large corporations, such as Dell, which is 
developing recyclable electronic components.
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Contacts

Kokkola

Kauppatori 5
67100 Kokkola

Perho

Keskustie 2
6990 Perho

Pekka Pohjola
Yrityskehittäjä ja Teknologia-
asiantuntija 
Projektipäällikkö -Target Circular 
Hanke
0400 967 606
pekka.pohjola@kosek.fi
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