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The Forward-Looking Survey

Activity of the European Urban Initiative — EUI

Objectives:
* to hear the voice of EU cities and all relevant stakeholders

 to identify priorities, challenges and support needs in the field
of sustainable urban development.

» to ensure that EUI activities and services are aligned with them.
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PROFILE OF
RESPONDENTS




Who responded to the survey

« 364 responses coming from 104 different
regions across 25 EU countries, covering
almost all Member States (except Luxembourg
and Malta)

» Most of the responses, 54%, came from less
developed regions

« Extremely high participation from Poland and
Portugal, followed by Spain, Hungary and Italy
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Which type of organisation/community do you
represent?

Research and innovation community - 8%

Urban practitioners - 8%

Gvil sodety and assodations - 5%

Mational authorities . 4%

Regional authorities . 3%

Assodation/network I 2%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80%

« 259 responses (71%) came from representatives of
urban authorities

« 76% of urban authorities who responded were either
towns or small cities (less than 250.000 inhabitants)
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MOST IMPORTANT PRIORITIES FOR SUSTAINABLE
URBAN DEVELOPMENT
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Priorities for the productive, smart and connected city

Mobility

Job creation and

. e 4% 33%
entrepreneurship

Circular Economy [EE2

Sustainable tourism [E§3

Digital transition

Research and Innovation

Local production

Transportation and logistics
systems

2% 10% 6%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80%

BTOP1 mTOP2 mTOP3

- Mobility was

selected as the top
1 priority by 30%
of respondents and
by 70% of
respondents overall

Key words: active
mobility, walkable
and cyclable cities,
green public
transport,
sustainable
mobility, traffic
management



Priorities for the green city

« Climate_
adaptation was
selected as the top
1 priority by 33%

Water management 8% 23% 8% Of res Ondents and

by 50% of

respondents overall

Climate adaptation

Energy transition

Waste management
Nature protection and biodiversity ¥ 13% 18%

Climate change mitigation

 Key words: green
ancy blue 9

Sustainable soil and land use |nfra Structu resl
Resilient environments urban heat
mitigation,
Food systems Ial nwatel‘
management

mTOP1 mTOP2 mTOP3

extreme weather
conditions



Priorities for the just and inclusive city

- Affordable
housing was
selected as the top
1 priority by 32%
of respondents and
by 53% of
respondents overall

Affordable housing

Urban regeneration

Social inclusion

Education and employment

Health and well-being

- Key words: public
housing, vulnerable
groups, housing
market, rental

Culture and cultural heritage

Safe and secure urban environment P34

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% hOl:ISingz housing
mTOP1 mTOP2 mTOP3 EOIICY’ C'W centr_e_s,
ousing inequalities



« The most important priorities for sustainable urban development vary
according to the level of development of the region and the size of the
city reflecting the unique characteristics and needs of urban areas

Larger cities and more
developed regions prioritise
circular economy and
research and innovation,
climate adaptation and
mitigation

- Affordable housing, and even

more evidently, Social
inclusion, become more
prioritized as the size of the city
grows

« Smaller cities and less

developed regions prioritise
job creation and digital
transition, water and waste
management

« Culture and heritage, and

even more evidently, health

and wellbeing, become more
prioritized as the size of the city
shrink



MOST CHALLENGING OPERATIONAL NEEDS FOR
SUSTAINABLE URBAN DEVELOPMENT




Operational needs for the strategic policy process

Strategic design and planning
Strategy implementation

Synergies with regional and national policy frameworks

Sound monitoring and evaluation

Data collection and analysis

Synergies with EU and global agendas and other policy frameworks &

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80%

ETOP1 mTOP2 mTOP3

« Strategic design and planning was selected as the top 1 operational need by 45% of respondents, and
overall by 76% of them

« Key words: local context, governance, implementation mechanisms, long-term goals, strategic vision



Operational needs for governance and cooperation

Citizen engagement

Cooperation with stakeholders (multi-stakeholders approach)

Cooperation with other layers of government (multi-level governance)

Capitalising from existing experiences

Scale-up and transfer of pilots and practices P& 55

Communication with beneficiaries P& 13%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%

BTOP1 mTOPZ mTOP3

- Multi-level governance was selected as the top 1 operational need by 45% of respondents, and overall
by 55% of them

« Key words: mechanisms of collaboration, metropolitan and regional governance, communication, political
issues



Operational needs for funding and finance

Combining Funding sources
Access to public Funding
Ensuring Financial sustainability of projects

Access to Financial instruments

Mobilizing private investment

Enhanced public procurement Mg =0

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%

BTOP1 mTOP2 mTOP3

» Access to public funding was selected as the top 1 operational need by 58% of respondents, and
overall by 63% of them

« Key words: application process, identification of sources, funding criteria, local resources, lack of funding



Operational needs for territorial focus and scale

Planning at the scale of Functional urban areas 52% 4% 3%
Strengthening urban-rural linkages 23% 26% 3%
Neighbourhood regeneration [§A 20% 27%
Urban design 9% 28% 12%
Urban developmentin small cities S -F~ 32%
Territorial impact assessment 7% 13% 8%
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%

mTOP1 mTOP2 mTOP3

- Planning at the scale of the FUAs was selected as the top 1 operational need by 52% of respondents,
and overall by 59% of them

« Key words: cooperation, cross-border projects, FUA delineation, planning instruments, administrative
framework



« The most challenging operational need for sustainable urban development
vary to certain extent according to the size of the city reflecting the
different levels of complexity of the governance system, and the
different structures, capacity and resources of the local
administrations according to the size

Smaller cities focus more on
strategy design and citizen
engagement
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Use of EU initiatives to implement sustainable urban
development policies

Which ones of the following EU initiatives and/or funds has your
city/organization used to implement sustainable urban development
strategies or broader urban policies in the past 10 years ?

e « 51% of respondents selected
OLEES . — from 2 to 5 EU initiatives

URBACT m— 257%
Next G tion EU 1 - P I- - 't' t'
R e i « Cohesion Policy initiatives
Horizon Europe m— 2%

5 el are the most often selected

EUl e 15%

UIA 20142020 s 10% ¢ El‘asmus Plus Was SeleCted

Digital Europe  mmmm 5% m Added by respondents

conmcna e oy m in particular by towns and

e | 1% Horizon and Life by

WRC 0%

cenand Norwegian 11 | 0% medium-large cities

European Gty Fadlity = 0%
Creative Europe = o
None pmm 49
Idon'tknow o 177

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%



Most needed support to better use EU initiatives

Information on the different types of EUinitiatives/funds and on how can be
used toimplement sustainable urban development

Case studies, examples and good practices on how other aties used EU
initiatives/funds to implement sustainable urban development

EU Cohesion Policy Technical Assistance For urban authorities

Spedficsupport on how to design and implement Cohesion policy Sustainable
Urban Development strategies

Tutorials providing guidance for successful funding application

Spedficsupport on Cohesion policyintegrated terntorial tools (Communi ty-
led local development, Integrated Territonal Investment, Other Territorial...

Online tools fFor finding partners to apply to EU initiatives and funds

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 10%

uTOP1 mTOP2 mTOP3

Notwithstanding the large use of EU initiatives, respondents think that the most important type of
support they need is more accessible information on the different types of EU initiatives
and funding opportunities.
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Knowledge of the European Urban Initiative

How Familiar are you with the European Urban
Initiative - EUI?

« Most of respondents (74%) are familiar

’ with the European Urban Initiative

» They associate it with the key words
Sustainable urban development (69%);

Innovation (36%) and Funding
opportunities (31%)

50%

« Among respondents representing towns,
m Not familiar  mSomewhat Familiar  ®Very familiar more than 500/0 Were not familiar With

EUI



Participation into EUI activities

Has your city or organisation ever been
involved in one of the activities of the

European Urban Initiative (EUI) and/or Urban
Innovative Actions (UIA) ?
EUI- Innovative Actions appliant _ 6%
cur-atyto-cry excrnoe | =
EUI - Portico knowledge platform user _ 5%
Urban Agenda for the EU Partnership _ 5%
UIA Initiative benefidary (project approved or funded) _ 4%
EUI- Capadty building event _ 4%
EUI- Innovative Actions benefidary (project approved or _ %
funded)
EUI-Peer review _ 3%

UIA knowledge capitalisation activities - 1%

Which activity have you participated in?

ENo ®mYes

0% 2% 4% 6% 8% 10% 12%

229%o of all respondents have taken part to Innovative Actions
and 13%b to Capacity Building activities



Capacity Building

Is your city or organisation planning to
participate in EUI Capacity Building activities
in the future?

Yes to European Urban Initiative - Peer Review 19%

Yes to European Urban Initiative - Gty-to-Gty
exchange

45%

Yes to European Urban Initiative - Capadty-

Building events P

No 32%

No reply 1%

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40% 45% 50%

Which type of format is more useful in terms of capacity
building for sustainable urban development?

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

E5m4 3 m2 1m0

Of the 239 respondents who are familiar with the EUI offer, 67% them are planning to
participate in one of the EUI capacity building activities in the near future.

There is especially high interest for City-to-City Exchanges



Reasons for not participating in capacity building

activities

What are the reasons For not participating to EUI
Capacity Building activities?

We do not have the suffident ime

The funding provided s not suffident 26%

We do not know the EUI Capadty Building offer 26%

The application process is too complicated 23%

The eligibility rules are complex

18%

We do not have the English skills

16%

Theinformation/ benefits are not dear enough

14%

The EUI activities do not correspond to our needs

10%

Other

5%

The EUl activities are already available at

national/regional level 0%

0

R

5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35%

37%

40%

The main barrier to participation
is the lack of time, followed
by insufficient funding and
lack of information.

Only 7 respondents to this
question (10%) said that the
EUI offer does not
correspond to their needs.



Barriers to innovation

What are the three main barriers preventing your
city/cities from developing innovative solutions
For urban challenges?

« Top barriers: Pressure of day-

Pressure0Fday—t(}dayw0rtkprevenléilng from dediting _ 1%
resources to innovation
to-day work, lack of co-

Lack of co-financing capacity | = - - -
financing capacity and
Resistance towards changing _ 29%

e o oot resistance towards changing
Limited administrative ?oplﬂ(t]ionio implement innovative _ 28%
Insuffident knowledge of the state-of-the-art of urban _ 27% L Slightly different ranking for

et suppor rom pottcl mandote/eodersi. Y -~ cities " representatives, also
according to their size. E.g.
Medium and large size cities
identified as a key barrier the
Insufficient cross-departmental
it humon resources | 1% cooperation inside local

N — administration

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40% 45%

Limited technical capadty toimplementinnovative solutions

Insuffident doss-departmental cooperationinside local
administration that would be necessary forinnovation

Limited network of innovation partners

Nothing spedfic my dty/dties is/are frequently developing
innovative solutions



Key messages

The survey successfully reached its main target: urban authorities,
less developed regions, and small cities (a unique opportunity to
listen to this specific segment).

Priorities and needs vary depending on the level of development
of the region and the size of the city, reflecting the unique
characteristics of urban contexts

Cities are proactive in using EU initiatives to promote sustainable
urban development policies. Not just Cohesion Policy funds (e.q.
Erasmus Plus, Horizon).

There is high interest in City-to City exchanges as a format for
capacity building

Innovative Actions is a popular activity promoted by EUI, but there
are still several types of barriers that prevent cities from innovating
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Thank you
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