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OUR SPEAKERS’ LIST 



Eddy Adams

EUI Expert

Sustainable Urban Development expert, 
collaborator, designer of interactive events. Loves 
developing solutions alongside cities and finding 
new ways to tackle wicked problems.  
Long-standing experience around innovation 
transfer and transnational cooperation. 

e: eddy@eaconsultants.com
X: https://twitter.com/Eddyca1
L: http://uk.linkedin.com/pub/eddy-adams/12/138/479

mailto:eddy@eaconsultants.com
https://twitter.com/Eddyca1
http://uk.linkedin.com/pub/eddy-adams/12/138/479


Pia Laurila

Policy Officer
European Commission - DG Regional and 

Urban Policy

Responsible team member for the design, setting 
up and implementation of a novel Cohesion Policy 
instrument European Urban Initiative. With close 
to 20 years’ experience working at the European 
Commission, in her current position, Pia follows 
knowledge-related activities on sustainable urban 
development, and in particular, topics in 
‘sustainability transitions/greening of cities’. 
Previously, she worked in DG Research and 
Innovation in the areas of urban, rural and 
regions-related social science research and 
synergies between different funding programmes.



Tim Caulfield

EUI Director 
Tim first joined the Urban Innovative Actions 
Initiative in September 2015 and is now the 
Director to its successor, the European Urban 
Initiative. He holds a master's degree in Regional 
development in Europe and has lived in Germany, 
the UK and is currently based in France. Tim’s 
career has been dedicated to working in the urban 
context at local, regional and European levels, 
developing and implementing strategic 
programmes and projects.



Sandra Rainero (she/her)

EUI expert 
With a background in social and intercultural 
studies, she has been working for local, European 
and international bodies in the fields of digital and 
green skills, change management and inclusive & 
sustainable local development for the past 25 
years.  

Contact: rainerosandra@gmail.com

Find her on LinkedIn Facebook and X (formerly 
Twitter) www.2050.it 

http://www.2050.it/


Carles Ferreiro

Business & Innovation Director at 
Viladecans City Council

After several lives living in the future, as 
innovation consultant or technology entrepreneur, 
Carles is an innovation ecosystem enthusiast with 
15 years experience driving collaborative 
transformation in cities committed to bringing 
about more prosperous, sustainable and equitable 
urban communities.

Contact: cferreiror@viladecans.cat

L: https://www.linkedin.com/in/carlesferreiro/  

https://www.linkedin.com/in/carlesferreiro/


Marcelline Bonneau (she/her)

EUI expert 
With a background in European public and 
Management of the environment, she provides 
research, analytical and experimentation services 
for public authorities to support societal transition 
in relation to sustainable food and consumption, 
circular economy, (innovative) public procurement, 
grassroots initiatives, temporary use of vacant 
spaces, amongst others.

Contact: marcelline@resilia-solutions.eu 

Find her on LinkedIn and X (formerly Twitter) 
http://resilia-solutions.eu/ 

mailto:marcelline@resilia-solutions.eu
http://resilia-solutions.eu/


Clémentine Gravier

Head of Unit 
Networks & Capacity-Building 

URBACT Programme
With a background in international cooperation, 
Clémentine has been working for the URBACT 
Programme since 2015, supporting city 
practitioners to improve their skills to design and 
implement better policies and sustainable urban 
development. 

Contact: c.gravier@urbact.eu 
L: https://www.linkedin.com/in/clementinegravier/  
| LinkedIn

mailto:c.gravier@urbact.eu
https://www.linkedin.com/in/clementinegravier/


Barbara Bühler-Karpati

Deputy Head of the City of Munich’s 
European and International Affairs Office

With a background in architecture and heritage 
preservation, Barbara has 15 years’ experience 
working in Brussels and for different German 
municipalities to support sustainable urban 
development through European cooperation 
projects and networks.

Contact: b.buehler-karpati@muenchen.de

L:https://www.linkedin.com/in/barbara-b%C3%BChl
er-karpati-8b4a71295/ 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/barbara-b%C3%BChler-karpati-8b4a71295/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/barbara-b%C3%BChler-karpati-8b4a71295/


Andries van Vugt

Andries is a social entrepreneur and creative 
strategist. Enthousiast about strategies to make 
people learn, change and be inclusive.

Social enterpreneur and founder of creative 
agency Organiq. Partner of the EUI (formerly UIA) 
on the UIA project Passport4Work. 

Contact: Andries@organiq.nl



Marike Dijksterhuis

Strategic advisor  
City of Rotterdam

Topics: connecting labour market and (vocational) 
education to energy transition, circular economy 
and technology; public-private partnerships; 
socio-economic impact of investments, tenders 
and area development; funding and subsidies.

Chair of the National Technology Pact/region SW 
and the Hybrid technology trainers program.

Supervisory Board member of cultural institutions.

Contact: m.dijksterhuis@rotterdam.nl
LinkedIn: Marike Dijksterhuis

mailto:m.dijksterhuis@rotterdam.nl
https://www.linkedin.com/in/marike-dijksterhuis-4862b726/


Sylvie Depraetere

Region Hauts de France – Responsible 
Office Attractivity and Proximity

Works in the regional council, in the department 
that leads the energy transition strategy. In charge 
in particular of the local and citizens initiatives.
Has worked previously in sustainable development 
in local or regional governments and in european 
cooperation.



Remko Matsinger

As an entrepreneur in the fields of Assessment, 
Talent Management, and Talent Development, 
Remko motivates people to bring out the best in 
themselves and to continue to develop constantly. 
He likes to provide added value by focusing on 
talent development, thereby making individuals, 
teams, and organizations stronger and more agile.

Partner of the EUI (formerly UIA) Passport4Work 
project.

Contact: rem@buildingchanges.nl
 



Adele Bucella

EUI Expert

With more than 25 years’ experience working with 
European cities, Adele is an experienced facilitator, 
trainer and team manager.  An expert on 
Integrated Approach to Sustainable Urban 
Development she has worked with national, 
regional and local authorities and stakeholders 
around Europe to co-design local strategies and 
action plans and develop tools to support 
community development and learning.

Contact: adelebucella.consulting@gmail.com



Stephen Lorimer

EUI expert 

Stephen is an expert on the built environment and 
the energy transition. He has a PhD in Energy and 
Buildings, and has leadership experience in data 
and smart cities for London, the UK Government, 
and Octopus Energy. He’s an external assessor for 
€120m of grants in 2023 from the EUI Innovative 
Actions and the Climate-KIC NetZeroCities 
programmes.

Contact: lorimer.stephen@gmail.com
Find him on LinkedIn

https://www.linkedin.com/in/stephen-lorimer-7795203/


Ronald Lievens

EUI expert 

Passionate about labour market innovation and 
inclusive labour markets. Helping organizations 
transform towards becoming skills-based and 
inclusive. PhD in labour economics.

Experienced in monitoring and evaluation and 
current EUI expert. 

Contact: rphlievens@icloud.com 
LinkedIn:https://www.linkedin.com/in/ronaldlieven
s/ 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/ronaldlievens/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ronaldlievens/


Alokananda Nath (she/her)

Urban development and Climate Finance 
expert

With a background in urban development and 
international cooperation, Aloka has been working 
in the development sector for last 12 years. She is 
currently working on projects related to climate 
finance and sustainable development at the 
Frankfurt School of Finance and Management. She 
is passionate about urban governance and policies 
that impact urbanisation.
Contact: a.nath@fs.de 
Find her on LinkedIn: 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/alokananda-nath-b5682721/ 

mailto:a.nath@fs.de
https://www.linkedin.com/in/alokananda-nath-b5682721/


Dominique Sandy

Head of Sustainable and Innovation 
Procrurement, ICLEI Europe - Local 

Governments for Sustainability

Dominique has a background in waste 
management and supporting cities and local 
governments with the delivery and procurement 
of such environmental services. At ICLEI he leads a 
team of experts dedicated to advancing the use of 
public procurement as a strategic tool to enable 
cities to tackle the climate crisis and their other 
organisational objectives.

Contact: dominique.sandy@iclei.org
Linkedin: dominique sandy

mailto:dominique.sandy@iclei.org
https://www.linkedin.com/in/dominique-sandy/


Liv Öberg (she/her)

Strategic adviser on circular economy
City of Umeå, Sweden

Core member of the City’s Climate city contract. 
Works mainly towards companies and business 
networks. Strong believer in the city’s plan to 
build and equal city for all people. Umeå has set 
an integrated plan that combines targets for clime 
neutrality, growth and gender equality. 

Contact: liv.oberg@umea.se
Linkedin: Liv Öberg

 

mailto:liv.oberg@umea.se
https://www.linkedin.com/in/liv-%C3%B6berg-74bb91b/


Mateusz Wojcieszak (he/him)

President of the Board of the Field of 
Dialogue Foundation

a non-profit organisation that promotes the 
participation of citizens in public life and creates 
tools to facilitate dialogue. 

He co-organised the first climate citizens' assembly 
(CA) in Warsaw, where 90 randomly selected people 
developed binding recommendations on the topic of 
energy efficiency for the City Mayor. Since then he 
has organised CA in Krakow and now in Rzeszów.  
Board member of the National Federation of 
Non-Governmental Organisations, the largest NGO 
network in Poland.

Contact: m.wojcieszak@poledialogu.org.pl 



 Jaroslaw Holwek

Air Protection and Climate Policy 
Department, City of Warsaw 

Responsible for coordinating the implementation 
of climate policy projects, such as the Green Vision 
of Warsaw (a roadmap for achieving climate 
neutrality by Warsaw) and the implementation of 
recommendations of the Warsaw Climate Panel. 
He was a member of the team responsible for 
realization of the Warsaw Climate Panel.



Luana Rotari

Public financing and Environmental 
Sustainability Department - City of Treviso

Contact person for the implementation of Treviso's 
Green Leaf 2025 activities, Luana has collaborated with 
various public entities over the last 15 years, focusing on 
the development and management of projects 
concerning innovation, social innovation, and green 
transition. Her years of experience, coupled with her 
communication background, have instilled in her the 
understanding that effective projects must actively 
involve and prioritize citizens and stakeholders.

Contact: luana.rotari@comune.treviso.itl
LinkedIn: Luana Rotari

mailto:luana.rotari@comune.treviso.it
https://www.linkedin.com/in/luana-rotari-205a2b97/


Margarete Meyer

City of Essen 
Head of the Department for urban 
renewal and disadvantaged urban 

districts 

Margarete is an urban planner and has been 
working since 1986 at the city administration of 
Essen, Ruhr in Germany. For the last ten years she 
has been the Head of the Department for urban 
renewal and disadvantaged urban districts. She is 
also responsible for the funding of urban 
development projects in Essen and she leads the 
“Network of Social Cities” in North-Rhine 
Westfalia.

Contact:Margarete.Meyer@amt68.essen.de 
www.essen.de



Carla Pires

Head of Sustainability and Innovation 
Gaiurb - Municipality of Vila Nova de Gaia

With a background in architecture and sustainability, 
Carla has been working for the municipality since 
2002, supporting the development of innovative 
strategies to promote a city transformation and 
regenerative and sustainable urban development. 
She’s passionate about community involvement in 
decision making.

Contact: cpires@gaiurb.pt
Find her on linkedin.com/in/carla-malta-pires-b2226040



Jan Kees Kleuver

Coordinator for the Mission 2030: 100 
Climate Neutral and Smart Cities for the 

Municipality of Groningen

Backed by some 200 experts on stuff like energy, 
mobility, circularity and spatial planning, his main 
job is to make sure that management, politics and 
EU-methodology don’t get in the way of people 
that are doing the projects!

Contact: jan.kees.kleuver@groningen.nl


